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up with lanyards or turn buckles. Always a swift and
penetrating student, in a few weeks he taught himself a
great deal about modern shipbuilding.

Roscoe Eames in his palmier days had sailed small boats
around San Francisco Bay. On the basis of this experience
Jack hired him at sixty dollars a month to take the plans
down to San Francisco and supervise the building of the
Snark) an arrangement which pleased every one concerned
and gave to the ageing and cantankerous Roscoe the first wage
he had earned in years. Jack decided to call his boat the
Snark after an imaginary animal in The Hunting of the Snark.
Cosmopolitan had suggested that he name if after their
magazine; Jack agreed that if they would pay the cost of
building the boat he would not only name it Cosmopolitan
Magazine, but would also take subscriptions along the way.
He calculated the Snark would cost seven thousand dollars
to build, and so calculating, said to Roscoe," Spare no money.
Let everything on the Snark be of the best. Never mind
decoration; pine board is good enough for me. Put the
money into construction. Let the Snark be as staunch and
strong as any boat afloat. Never mind what it costs to make
her staunch and strong; I'll go on writing and earning the
money to pay for it."

Having dispatched Roscoe with the boat plans and an
open cheque book, Jack cast about for his next serious project.
It was four months since he had done any creative work,
Among the many books he had ordered from England by
catalogue was Stanley Waterloo's Story ofAb^ one of the first
attempts to recreate in literature the life of man when he
was still more animal than human. Waterloo had put in
ten years of study and work on his book; the result was
erudite but unexciting. Jack saw his opportunity: here was
a mechanism with which he could bring to life Darwin's
theory of evolution! That afternoon he formulated his
outline, leaning heavily on Waterloo's book, and the next
morning he began to write Before Adam^ illustrative of his
talent for conceiving titles. By using the simple device of
a modern boy who dreams at night that he is growing up